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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims are set forth below. Cancelled and withdrawn claims are 
indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed below show added text with 
underiinina and deleted text with strik e through . The status of each claim is indicated wfth one of 
(original), (cumentJy amended), (previously presented), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously added), (reinstated - formerly claim #), (previously reinstated), (re-presented - 
formerly dependent claim #) or, (previously re-presented). 

Please AMEND the claims in accordance with the following: 

1, (Currently Amended) A telephone directory information modifying apparatus for 
modifying telephone directory information held and managed at a data center, comprising: 

a telephone number changing unit, responsive to a telephone number change 
notification instruction, for changing a telephone number of a number changer In telephone 
directory information of a registrant who has registered the telephone number of the number 
changer; and 

a change confirming unit confirming tn advance with respect to the registrant whether or 
not the telephone directory information is to be modrfied. prior to modification of the telephone 
directory information, and permitting the registrant to specify a time at which the telephp'^e 
number change is to be performed by said telephone number changing unit. 

q - tel e phon e number changing o te l ephon e numb e r of th e numb e r chang e r i n tol e phono 
dir o cto ry in format i on of r e glstrantc who, among the extn^cted r e gistrants, hav e r e gi s ter e d th e 
tolophono - numbor of th e numb e r chang es 

2. (Currently Amended) A telephone directory information modifying apparatus for 
modifying telephone directory information held and managed at a data center, comprising: 

a_registrant information exlracting-meaMrunit, responsive to a telephone number change 
notification instruction, for-extracting information about registrants registered in telephone 
directory information of a number changer; and 

a change confirming unit confirming in advance with respect to one of the registrants 
whether or not the telephone directory information needs to be modified, prior to modification of 
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the teleph one directory rnformation. and permitting the one of the registrants to specify a time at 
which the telephone number change is to be performed, 

tolophono numb e r chonging moanc far changing a tolophone numborof th e nuFPO^o f 
Ghangor in tolophono dir e ctory information of r e glstronto who, among tho oxtractod reglat P o fl ts r 
havo r o giGto rod the tolophono numb e r of th e number ohangor. 

3. (Currently Amended) The telephone directory information modifying apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising a^change notifying um Lmoa n c for o ending a change 
notification to a registrant whose telephone directory Information has been modified by said 
telephone number changing means. 

4. (Cun-ently Amended) The telephone directory information modifying apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising a^change confirming unit m e ans for - c onfirmlna in 
advance with respect to the number changer whether or not the telephone directory information 
needs to be modified, prior to modification of the telephone directory information. 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Original) The telephone directory information modifying apparatus according to 
claim 1. wherein said telephone number change notification instruction is an instruction from the 
number changer. 

8. (Original) The telephone directory infomriation modifying apparatus according to 
claim 1 , wherein said telephone number change notification instmction is an instruction from a 
portable telephone service provider. 

9. (Currently Amended) The telephone directory information modifying apparatus 
according to claim 8» wh e r e in s aid f urther comprising a t elephone number changing unit that 
m e ans changes the telephone number in the telephone directory information of the number 
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changer to a new telephone number in response to the telephone number change notification 
instruction from the portable telephone service provider. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The telephone directory information modifying apparatus 
according to claim 1, further comprising atelephone number difference reflecting unit means for 
causing a telephone number difference in the telephone directory information of a registrant with 
respect to whom the telephone number of the number changer has been dianged, to be 
reflected in a telephone directory of the registrant's portable telephone, 

11 . (Currently Amended) A telephone directory information modifying method for 
modifying telephone directory information held and managed at a data center, the method 
comprising: 

changing, in response to a telephone number change notification instaiction, a telephone 

number of a number changer in telephone directory infonmation of a registrant who has 

registered the telephone number of the number changer: and 

confimninQ in advance with respect to the reoistrant whether or not the teleohone 

directory informa_ti_on_n_e_e_d_s_tc> be modified, prior to modification of the telephone directory 

information, and permitting the registrant to specif/ a time at which the telephone number 

change is to be perfonned bv said telephone number changing unit- 
changing a - t e l e pNon e-H wribor of th0 4^ umbor - ^ongo R MQ l ophOFKi - d i ^ information 

of r e g i strant s who« among tho oxtraotod ro9 * st 4= ORtM^avo -F og i sterodthc>tGlop h QRo -a umbor of tho 

number chang e r . 

1 2. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable recording medium recording a 
program for causing a computer to function a s perform a process, the process comprising: 

chang e r - tolophono directory information r e tri e ving m e ans, responsive to a telephone 
number change notification instruction, fdf^earching backup data which is a backup of 
telephone directory information of portable telephones, to acquire telephone directory 
infonnation of a number changer, 

registrant information - oxtracting moons for o xtracting registrant information that is a bout 
registrants registered in a telephone directory, from the acquired t elephone directory infonnation 
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of the number change r acquir e d by th e ch a ng e r t ele phon e dir e ctory information retrioviF>g 
moans , 

f G i§i Gt ^P Ctf^t4o i op * »^^ infofmotion - rotF i ev i ng - rnoonpJor -^earching the extracted 

backup data based on the registrant information oxtnaotcd by tho rogiotrant information 
e ?ctracting m e an S i J o acquire registrants' telephone directory information, 

t e l e phon e numb e r change roclplon t oxtracting moano for searching the acquired 
registrants' telephone directory Information acquirod by tho registrant tolophono dirootory 
j nfomation r e tri e ving m e ans for information about the number changer and regarding such 
information about the number changer as Information with respect to which a telephone number 
change should be performed, 

chang e conRrmina m oano for prior to modification of the telephone directory, c onfirming, 
with respect to the number changer or a number-change recipient with respect to whom the 
telephone number change should be performed, whether or not the telephone directory 
information of ttie number-change recipient needs to be modified, and permitting the number 
changer or number-chanoe recipient to specify a time at which the telephone number is to be 
changed^ 

tel e phon e number changing m e an c for c han ging □ tolophone number of th e numb e r 
changor in th e backup - d at a - of tho numb e r - chango rocipicnt with resp e ct to whom approv a l of 
tho tolophono number ohango hqo boon confirm e d by th e- shango oonfipming m e ans, 

change notifying moanc for t ransmitting change notification mail to the number changer 
and/or the number-change recipient, and 

t olo phono number differ e nc e roflocting moons for causing a telephone number difference 
in the telephone directory information of the number-change recipient with respect to whom the 
telephone number of the number changer has been changed, to be reflected in a telephone 
directory of the number-change recipient's portable telephone. 

1 3- (Cun^ntly Amended) A method of modifying telephone directories maintained at a 
central data center used by mobile telephony devices, where the central data center maintains 
telephone number directories for use by at least some respective mobile telephony devices, the 
method comprising; 

receiving, at the data center, information indicating a change of a first telephone number 
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from an old number to a new number; 

responsive to the receiving, automatically identifying at least some telephone number 
directories of at least some of the-other rnobile telephony devices based on their being listed as 
entries In the telephone number directory corresponding to the firet telephone number of which a 
change has been indicated; 

before updating, alloNAnno a registrant who owns a mobile telephony device 
corresponding to one of the identified directories to confirm (n advance whether or not their 
directon/ is to be updated, and permitting the registrant to control a timing of such updating: and 

automatically updating the identified telephone number directories to refer to the new 
telephone number rather than the old telephone number 

14. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 1 4 claim 13 , further comprising 
automatically notifying some of tfcie-mobile telephony devices of the rospoGtivo - updat e to 
updating of t heir telephone number directory. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A method according t o oloim 15 claim 14 . wherein the 
notrlying comprises at least one of sending a notice and sending an updated telephone directory, 
entry thereof, or information indicating a change to the telephone directory. 
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